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Blaze covers area in ash, smoke 


Tens of thousands have left their homes as Thomas fire near 
Santa Barbara grows to the fifth-largest in state’s history 


By Christopher Weber 
The Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES » Ash fell like snow 
and heavy smoke had residents 
gasping for air Monday as a huge 
Southern California wildfire ex- 
ploded in size, becoming the fifth 
largest in state history and driv- 
ing celebrities from a wealthy hill- 


side enclave. 

Tens of thousands have fled 
their homes as flames churn 
through foothill towns near Santa 
Barbara, the latest flare-up after 
a week of wind-fanned wildfires 
throughout the region. 

With acrid smoke thick in the 
air, even residents not under evac- 
uation orders took the chance to 


leave, fearing another shutdown 
of a key coastal highway that was 

closed intermittently last week. 
Officials handed out masks to 
those who stayed behind in Mon- 
tecito, an exclusive community 
about 75 miles northwest of Los 
Angeles that’s home to stars such 
as Oprah Winfrey, Jeff Bridges 
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Flames 
advance on 
homes off 
Shepard 
Mesa Road 
on Sunday 
morning in 
Carpinteria. 
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Visitors to Bear Mountain Resort enjoy the mild temperatures in Big Bear Lake on Monday. 
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WAITING ON THE SNOW 


Despite warmer temperatures, ski season is upon Southern California 


By Brian Whitehead 
bwhitehead@scng.com 
@bwhitehead3 on Twitter 


Monday morning, Mark 
Tebo was preparing Ea- 
gle’s Nest Bed and Breakfast 
Lodge for yet another snow- 
less, albeit beautiful, after- 
noon in Big Bear Lake. 

A well-reviewed spot on 
Yelp!, Tebo’s humble abode 
this time of year attracts 
an amalgamation of skiers, 
snowboarders and vacation- 
ers happy enough to throw 
snowballs and give life to 
snow angels. 

Eagle’s Nest, like its moun- 
tain business brethren, is 
smack-dab in the middle of 
the money-making season, 
Tebo said. Two weeks into 
December, it sure doesn’t 
feel like it. 

“This is going to be an in- 
teresting year with how it’s 
starting off a little later,” 
said Tebo, who’s owned Ea- 
gle’s Nest with his wife for 
18 years. “There’s no storms 
to speak of so far, and even 
though ski resorts have 
opened and have been able 
to make snow, everyone 


ary two months later, offi- 
cials said. 

Ski resorts this year, how- 
ever, are making due with 
man-made snow while they 
wait for Mother Nature to 
blanket their slopes in white. 

Painstaking as some have 
found the delay, resort offi- 
cials hope a warmer early 
season leads to a long winter. 

Starting ski season this 
late “is a little less typical, but 
not completely unheard of,” 
said Justin Kanton, a Bear 
Mountain and Snow Summit 
spokesman. “A season start- 
ing later, typically those run 
longer. We’re looking for that 
this year. Just because natu- 
ral precipitation hasn’t ma- 
terialized yet doesn’t mean it 
isn’t going to.” 

Jayme Nordine has 
owned Grizzly Manor Cafe 
in Big Bear Lake since 1991. 

While the eatery welcomes 
guests year-round, the win- 
ter season is undoubtedly its 
busiest. Nordine said Mon- 
day the previous weekend 
was unusually slow given the 
time of year. His 38-seat cafe 
usually has a line of guests 
nearly double capacity just 


comes here to see snow on Bear Mountain Resort opened Friday. Ski resorts are hopeful 
that the season, which started later this year, will run longer. 


the ground. 
“Guests we’ve had be- 


waiting to get in, he said. 
Grizzly Manor’s head hon- 
cho is but one business owner 
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UCR called 


‘economic 
powerhouse 
in the region 


A study says a lot of the 
money generated by the 
university stays in Inland area 


By Richard K. De Atley 
rdeatley@scng.com 
@RKDeAtley on Twitter 


UC Riverside is an “economic powerhouse” 
for the Inland area, generating higher-wage 
jobs and fueling growth through research 
programs while also attracting new busi- 
nesses to the area, according to a report re- 
leased Monday by UCR. 

The university, which is the second-larg- 
est employer in Riverside, has a national eco- 
nomic impact of $2.71 billion, the report also 
said. 

While that number is not unusual for a 
large research university such as UCR, what 
is notable is how much of that economic im- 
pact remains in the Inland area, said Am- 
itabh Barthakur of HR&A Advisors in Los 
Angeles, which the university contracted to 
do the economic impact report. 

“One of UCR’s fundamental responsibil- 
ities is to serve as an engine for economic 
opportunity in the region and the state,” UC 
Riverside Chancellor Kim A. Wilcox said in a 
statement. “UCR is fulfilling the great prom- 
ise of a modern research university.” 

The university has a $1.92 billion impact 
for California, $1.35 billion for the Inland 
Empire, $1.26 billion for Riverside County 
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WASHINGTON 
Pentagon says 
trans people 
can enlist 


Policy comes as Trump's 
ban suffers legal setback 


By Lolita C. Baldor 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON » Transgender recruits will be 
allowed to enlist in the military beginning 
Jan. 1, the Pentagon said Monday, as Presi- 
dent Donald Trump’s ordered ban suffered 
another legal setback. 

The new policy reflects the difficult hur- 
dles the federal government would have to 
cross to enforce Trump’s demand earlier this 
year to bar transgender individuals from the 
military. 

Two federal courts already have ruled 


tween Thanksgiving and 
now might have been a little 
disappointed” with the lack 
of natural snow, Tebo added. 
“But everyone makes the best 
of it.” 

After waiting for Southern 


California’s November heat 
wave to subside, Mountain 
High resort in Wrightwood 
opened Wednesday. Bear 
Mountain and Snow Summit 
opened Friday. Snow Valley 
Mountain Resort said Satur- 


day on its website that it ex- 
pects to open soon. 

Last year’s wet winter 
had those resorts and other 
snow parks open Thanksgiv- 
ing weekend. Bear Mountain 
recorded its snowiest Janu- 


patiently waiting for the sea- 
son’s first snowstorm and the 
tourists it will attract. 

“The real snow, that brings 
the snow players,” Nordine 
said. “That’s where Big Bear 
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against the ban, and on Monday a federal 
court judge denied a government request to 
set aside the January start date for enlist- 
ment. 

In October, U.S. District Judge Colleen 
Kollar-Kotelly barred the Trump adminis- 
tration from proceeding with its plan to ex- 
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